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I. An Overview of Ramakrishna Kutir
Ramakrishna Kutir, Almora is a branch of Ramakrishna Math and

Ramakrishna Mission, a worldwide, non-political, non-sectarian spiritual

organization, which is engaged in various forms of humanitarian & social

service activities for more than a century. Pg.2
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II. Our Appeal
We are planning to expand our activities and build infrastructure, where we

are dependent on charity from generous individuals and philanthropic

organizations like yours. From the list of projects & activities that we have

planned, you may choose one or more to lend financial assistance, thereby

helping us to make this world a better place. Pg.5

III. Annexure (Details of Activities)
Dedicated to the ideology of Swami Vivekananda, Ramakrishna Kutir at

Almora has planned to take up various projects to benefit the society at

large and the especially the underprivileged. Each project has been depicted

in this annexure for your kind reading. Pg.8

IV. Documents
We are eligible to receive funds under the CSR scheme as per the rules of

Government of India. All Donations to Ramakrishna Math are exempted from

Income Tax U/S 80G (5) (VI) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. Certificate copies of

Forms 80G, 12A & 10AC along with our bank details are attached for your

ready reference. Pg.15
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RAMAKRISHNA KUTIR

AN OVERVIEW

Swami Vivekananda says – Where are you searching for God keeping
aside the Living Gods? 'Daridra devo bhava, Murkha devo bhava' – the
poor, the illiterate, the ignorant, and the afflicted – let these be your God.
Know that service to these alone is the highest religion.

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are worldwide, non-political,
non-sectarian spiritual organizations engaged in various humanitarian and
social service activities for over a century. Inspired by the ideals of
renunciation and service, the monks and lay devotees of the Math and Mission
serve millions of men, women and children, without any distinction of caste,
religion or race, because they see the living God in them.

Swami Vivekananda inspired his brother disciples revered Swami Shivananda
and Swami Turiyananda to establish an Ashrama in Almora. Realizing the
dream of Swamiji, Ramakrishna Kutir in Almora was established in 1916.

Dedicated to the ideology of Swami Vivekananda, Ramakrishna Kutir at
Almora has taken up various projects to benefit society at large and
specifically the underprivileged. The projects have been depicted on the
following page.
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Winter Relief: Almora being a hill station, the
minimum temperature in peak winter sees sub-
zero. Ramakrishna Kutir arranges relief camps
prior to winter every year in the villages in and
around Almora district to distribute blankets
and garments to the under-privileged people. 

Rain Relief: The other odd to the habitants of
Almora region is massive landslides during
monsoon. This causes severe damage to the
residential houses every year. In 2022-23,
Ramakrishna Kutir  provided construction
materials to 20 such affected families for the
rehabilitation of their houses. 

Ration-kit distribution: Food grains & other
essential edibles are distributed among the under-
privileged every year irrespective of caste, creed,
or religion. During the lockdown owing to Corona
Virus (COVID-19) outbreak, Ramakrishna Kutir
arranged to donate adequate cereals and
groceries to 175 families. 

The charitable social services are rendered with
the relentless support of 5 monastic members
and about 7 working staff across various areas.
Following are the prominent community
beneficial activities undertaken by Ramakrishna
Kutir, Almora every year:

Pecuniary Aid: Financial support is also provided
throughout the year in form of educational aid
by providing scholarship to needy students
covering the cost of their tuition fees & books
etc., financial assistance for the marriage of
orphan girls, medical aid for the poor and so on.
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Intra-collegiate seminars
& competitions involving
2500 students from 33
schools & colleges of
Almora district were held.

Inspirational workshops and lectures on topics
such as youth and women empowerment,
medical service, stress management etc. were
held at Almora Medical College, Pant Nagar
University, SSJ University, Army Cantonment,
Institute of Hotel Management & so on.

Release of new website, book & documentary : The
new website for Ashrama- almora.rkmm.org was
inaugurated on 24 May'23, A book titled
'JnanaVriksha ka Punarutthan' & a documentary
titled 'Footsteps of Swamiji in Devbhoomi' were
released in separate events as well.

Apart from the aforesaid projects, Ramakrishna
Kutir, Almora organized a series of educational,
spiritual & cultural events during May and June
2023, to celebrate the 125th anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda’s return from Chicago and
the foundation of Ramakrishna Mission. A few
events to name were – 

Spiritual Discourses : Classes on Vedantic
Sciptures, Ramcharitmanas, Life of Swami
Vivekananda & guided meditation sessions were
held at many places.

‘Swami Vivekananda Circuit’ Parikrama : A 9 days
long parikrama of the places in Uttarakhand blessed
by the footfall of Swami Vivekananda involving 75
Monks of Ramakrishna order and 50 devotees was
conducted as the final event of the celebrations. 
 Meetings, discourses & youth seminars were held
at all these places.
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We plan to expand our activities and build infrastructure, where we
depend on charity from generous individuals and philanthropic
organizations like yours. Ramakrishna Kutir, Almora is eligible to receive
funds under the CSR scheme as per the rules of Government of India. 
 Our planned projects and activities are mentioned below. You are free to
choose one or multiple segments and help us with financial support in
making this world a better place: 

ANNEXURE
Details of proposed activities

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES

Library: A public library in the Ashrama campus has been operating for
more than a century. We recently shifted the library to a new and bigger
building to attract & encourage the local population into developing a
reading habit. The library contains many old & rare books in its collections of
more than 5000 titles across diverse subjects. We are now planning to
digitize the library and looking to hire a permanent librarian to make the
drive successful. The provisional cost for this project is approximately
Twenty Lac Rupees, which includes a fixed deposit of ten lac to manage
the yearly running cost. 

Students’ Scholarship & Student Hostel: We get regular visits of needy
parents for assistance towards the cost of their wards’ education. We have
a system of extending scholarships every year to well performing school &
college going students, particularly girls from underprivileged families.
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Medical Aid: The local people, who cannot afford medical treatment
approach us for financial assistance through the year. We proactively
coordinate their admission and treatment in the local hospitals along with
the cost of medicines. We have put a yearly provision of Fifteen Lac Rupees 



Additionally, for a few graduate & post-graduate students coming from
remote villages of Uttarakhand, who get enrolled in Soban Singh Jeena
University at Almora, we also provide fooding and lodging inside the
Ashrama to facilitate their studies along with their tuition fees, cost of books
and other stationary items. Looking at the past few years, we have kept a
yearly provision of Thirty-Two Lac Rupees.

Youth Study Circle: We have been conducting various activities to engage
and motivate the local youth on Swami Vivekananda’s ideals of ‘nation
building through character building’. We have built the Shivananda
multipurpose audio-visual hall in the top-floor of the library building to
further this cause. We are planning a series of lectures and competitions to
be organized on a fortnightly basis. To mobilize these circles, the yearly
budget has been kept as Ten Lac Rupees.

Welfare & Relief activities for local population: We are involved in various
welfare activities like ration distribution to the under-privileged families,
blanket and sweater distribution to needy people of Almora & nearby
villages every winter, providing school uniform to the needy students and
feeding the hungry people. We also provide financial assistance for
marriage of needy orphan girls. Looking at the past few years, we have kept
a yearly provision of Thirty Lac Rupees.

Rehabilitation of damaged Houses: Almora is situated on a mountainous
terrain where heavy rains often lead to landslides and damages to the
houses. It is the poor who are the worst affected. We assist in
reconstruction and rehabilitation of their houses by providing materials as
well as technical supervision for the efficient completion of the work.
Looking at the past few years, we have kept a yearly provision of       
 Thirty-Five lac Rupees to be able to help around 10 houses.
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Restoration of the 107-Year-Old Heritage Office Building: Ramakrishna
Kutir, Almora was established in 1916. The 107-year-old wooden
structured office building is one of the first structures constructed in the
Ashrama. The building has been blessed by the footprints of many saints
and eminent personalities, who have worked & stayed here. At present, it
serves as the main office as well as the kitchen and dining hall. It is currently
in a dilapidated state, posing serious safety concerns. Also considering the
heritage value of the building, immediate reinstatement has become an
absolute necessity for its sustenance.
An extension to the building has also been proposed to cater to the present
needs by expanding the dining hall and constructing a few rooms at the
lower ground floor. We are consulting a renowned conservation architect to
inspect the building and provide proper guidance on the reinstatement
process. The provisional cost as certified by the architect is One Crore and
Thirty-Five Lac Rupees.

Motorable Road from main road to Ashrama: The Ashrama is situated on
the steep slope of a hill. The difference in altitude between the upper &
lower main road is almost 300 feet. The series of stairs make it very difficult
for the elderly, sick and physically challenged people to reach the temple,
office and other spaces in the Ashrama. We are looking at building a
motorable road of almost 250 Mtrs. length to connect the Ashrama from the
main road for light motor vehicles as well as to act as a ramp for
pedestrians. The provisional cost is One Crore and Fifty Lac Rupees. 

INFRASTRUCTURE

Ashrama

Lower Road

Upper Road

300 feet
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‘Vivekananda Bhawan’- Students’ Home cum Car Parking Lot: We
provide free of charge accommodation, food & study materials including
stationery items to the under-privileged graduation & post-graduation
students coming from the remote hill regions of Uttarakhand, who come to
study at Almora’s Universities. Background check is run prior to approval for
each student. Currently we have four such students, who have been
accommodated in a 75-year-old building, which is in need of extensive
repairs. 
Beyond the academic requirements, the students receive training in
gardening, music, public speaking and many such activities to develop their
personality and character. The Ashrama provides a holistic environment
with value education to enable these students to become valued citizens of
India.
Requests from such under-privileged promising students is progressively
increasing but, we are not in a position to grant due to insufficient rooms
inside Ashrama premises. Also, as the current hostel building is in a poor
condition, the construction of one new building dedicated to those students
has become essential. Accordingly, we got the plan sanctioned for a two
storied building, comprising 4 rooms on ground floor and 3 rooms on first
floor, with a total capacity of 14 people. The rooftop of the building shall be
used as a car-parking for the motorable road. Along with furniture, elevator
& approach road, the total provisional cost as certified by the architect is
approx. One Crore Thirty-Seven Lac Rupees.
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Installation of Elevator: The Ashrama is located on a steep slope, with a
drop of almost 300 feet between the upper and the lower road. The temple,
the library, the dining hall and the various buildings of residence for
devotees, guests and monks are located at different levels, separated by
almost 30 floors in between. The hostel building is located at the lowest
level, making it most difficult for the students.
Amongst the visitors and devotees, many are aged or sick. Consequently,
they find it difficult to climb more than 200 stairs to access the different
facilities at the Ashrama. Further, carriage of materials including vegetables
& groceries for the kitchen and materials for construction etc. becomes a
great challenge. It is therefore felt necessary to install an elevator for
providing easy accessibility.
The elevator will have a capacity of six passengers and would be wheel-
chair friendly. Along with the elevator shaft & platform, the structural
engineer has provided an estimate of approx. Twenty-Four Lac Rupees.

Staff Quarters: The existing building, which is almost 90 years old, is in a
very poor health. So, there is a need to renovate and extend the structure to
accommodate more staffs. The provisional cost is Thirty-Seven Lac
Rupees.

Retaining Walls: Our Ashrama is situated on the steep slope of a hill. This
instability of the landscape makes it susceptible to landslides during heavy
rainfalls. All the buildings within Ashrama premises can get dislodged if
multi-level retaining walls are not built. Every year, we have been
progressively stabilizing certain areas of the Ashrama by constructing
retaining walls.

For the coming year, we propose to construct retaining walls of a total
length of approximately 18,000 cubic feet @ Rs.240 per cubic foot, adding
up to approx. Forty-Three Lac Rupees.
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Guest House Building for guests and devotees: The existing guest houses
are inadequate as well as very old. Despite renovations from time to time,
we are unable to cater to the growing requests from guests and devotees,
who visit the Ashrama for spiritual & educational purposes. We plan to
construct a three storied building covering almost 5500 Sq. ft. with all the
basic facilities for a comfortable stay for the guests. The provisional cost
along with the furniture & fittings based on cost per sq. feet comes to
approx. One Crore and Sixty-Five Lac Rupees.   

Swami Vivekananda Dwar: When Swami Vivekananda returned from the
West after his glorious run, spreading the message of Vedanta & universal
harmony, the residents of Almora gathered by thousands in his welcome.
They made him sit on a big white horse and laid out a 3 km long red carpet
in his honour. In reply to this reception, Swamiji said- “These Mountains are
associated with the best memories of our race…where Rishis lived, where
philosophy was born…this is the spot which I want to select as one of the
great centres to teach this universal religion”. In a bid to invigorate the
youth and the old, the locals & the visitors- all alike with the flaming ideas of
Swami Vivekananda, we plan on constructing a befitting VIVEKANANDA
DWAR at the entrance of the serene hill town. We have worked out the
details with local administration to build this glorious memorial for Almora,
which got blessed by three different visits of Swami Vivekananda between
1890 and 1898. The structure with a statue of Swamiji on a horse, with
elements of religious harmony & cultural diversity has been planned to be
43.66 ft in height & 51.5 ft in width. The approx. cost is Forty Lac Rupees. 
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Electrification: The electric wiring of the Ashrama in most places is several
decades old. The naked overhead wires have been a cause of several
hazards in the last few years. The wantonness of the monkeys makes it
further worrisome and has resulted in accidents, some of which were fatal
for these animals. In addition, the extreme climate of the region- sub-zero
temperatures, torrential rains & storms compel us to go for a closed-cable
underground wiring from internal electric poles as well as from the main
transformer to safeguard against the vagaries of nature. Along with circuit
breakers & all other fittings, our consulting electrical engineer has given us a
quotation of Ten Lac Rupees.

Solar Panel: To promote renewable energy as well as to become energy
self-sufficient, we are proposing the installation of solar panels at rooftops
of all buildings which receive good sun light. This shall help us reduce our
annual expenses in the form of electric bills as well as our carbon footprint.
The tentative cost given by an established company is Eighteen Lac
Rupees.

"Service to man is service to God""Service to man is service to God"

P A G E  1 4 / 2 1



P A G E  1 5 / 2 1



P A G E  1 6 / 2 1



P A G E  1 7 / 2 1



P A G E  1 8 / 2 1



P A G E  1 9 / 2 1



P A G E  2 0 / 2 1



P A G E  2 1 / 2 1


